CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN BURNTWOOD & BROWNHILLS

(Both parishes are part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered as a Charity No 234216)
Website: www.burntwoodbrownhillsrcchurches.org.uk
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Linh Nguyen Tel: (01543) 686266 Email: fr.linh.nguyen@rcaob.org.uk

Parish Deacon: Rev. Mr. Tony Deaville Email: dcn.thomas.deaville@rcaob.org.uk

PARISH OF ST. JOSEPH, BURNTWOOD PARISH OF ST. BERNADETTE, BROWNHILLS
123 Cannock Road, WS7 0BB 40 Warren Place, WS8 6BY
Office: Fridays (fortnightly): 10.00am — 3.00pm Office: (01543) 686266
Tel. (01543) 686266 Sisters: (01543) 477428
Email: stjoseph.burntwood@rcaob.org.uk Email: stbernadette.brownhills@rcaob.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Rep: Mrs. Pat Davies Parish Safeguarding Rep: Mrs. Sally Holmes
sg.stjoseph.burntwood@rcaob.org.uk sg.stbernadette.brownhills@rcaob.org.uk
School: St Joseph & St Theresa Catholic Primary School, School: St. Bernadette's Catholic Primary School,
High Street, Burntwood, WS7 3XL Narrow Lane, Brownhills, WS8 6HX
Head: Ms. Isabel Walker Tel: (01543) 227220 Head: Mr. Alex Turner Tel: (01543) 452921
First Sunday Day of Advent (Year C)
DATE TIME/PLACE INTENTIONS FEASTS
Saturday 5.00pm Pauline & Mick Geraghty RIP
301 Nov | 6.30pm(Brownhills) Elizabeth Guinan & Margaret SUNDAY VIGIL
=P Guinan RIP
9.00am(Brownbhills) John & Jessie Reddington RIP
Sunday 11.00am John Taylor & George Williamson | 15T SUNDAY OF ADVENT
1st Dec ) RIP (Tea/Coffee after Mass)
12.30pm Baptism of Fleur
Monda 9.30am Yvonne Horsley RIP Advent Feria
nd Dez 6.30pm(Brownhills) MARIAN DEVOTION GROUP (Devotion to St. Joseph
7.00pm ROSARY (St. Joseph’s) after Mass)
Tuesday . Memorial of St Francis
3rd Dec 9.00am(Brownbhills) Alan Burton RIP (Mass at school) Xavier, Priest
Wednesday 7 00bm ‘JOURNEY IN FAITH’ (St. Joseph’s) - Scripture and Revelation,
4th Dec UP the beauty of Scripture and its place in the Liturgy of the Church.
Thursda 9.15am James Salt RIP (Mass at school) Feast of St Birinus,
Sth Decy 12.00pm(Brownhills) Deceased of Simpkins Family Bishop
6.00pm HOLY HOUR (Rosary after 12pm Mass)
Friday . Advent Feria
6th Dec 9.30am Deceased of the Geraghty Family (Divine Mercy after Mass)
FATIMA FIRST SATURDAY 10am Adoration
10.00am DEVOTION AT HILTON HOUSE (Confession available),
Saturday Cranebrook Lane WS14 OHA flam Mass & Rosary
7t Dec 5.00pm Suzanne McKenna RIP
SUNDAY VIGIL
6.30pm(Brownhills) John Cronin RIP
Sunda 9.00am(Brownhills) Marianna Scott RIP 2nd SUNDAY OF
y 11.00am Margaret Ritchie RIP ADVENT
8th Dec (Tea/Coffee after Mass)
12.30pm Baptism of Luna
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: The sick and housebound of both parishes. We include all those we know in
hospitals, nursing homes and their own homes. May the Lord grant them healing, strength and peace! If

you or your relative(s) who are housebound and would like Tl
to have a visit by the clergy or to receive Holy Communion, r y
please let us know. Sq;“;t;';r}/[.'-'g%;
SPONSORING _ SANCTUARY _ LIGHTS AT _ST. Sacrod Heart's ﬁght,
JOSEPH’S: If you’d like a candle to be burnt for a week in , ’
memory of a loved one, or for a particular intention, we are Dorothy Minter RIP
asking for a donation of £7/candle. Please put the donation in Our Lady’s Light:
an envelope marked ‘Sanctuary Light’, with your particular Pat & Denys Flynn RIP
intention and hand it in to Fr. Linh or the office.

ANNIVERSARIES WITHIN THE WEEK

ST. JOSEPH’S:

Roy Ward, Leslie Twyman, Veronica Greatrex, Michael Doherty, Margaret Hurmson, Margaret

Maginness, Keith Pooley, James Costello, Edwin Adcocks, Derreck Stone, Florence Gill, Joseph Buckley, Marion
Barton, Kathleen Kutt, Lucy Wilton, Harold Law, Kate Box, Jan Skrodski and Patrick Murphy

ST. BERNADETTE’S:, John Reddington, Jessie Reddington, Annie Ryan, Teresa Butler, Joan Caulton, Rowland
Pearsall, Anthony Smith, John Cronin, Elsie Mellor, Joan Guest, Lillian Sadler and Ken Fitzmaurice

SICK IN THE PARISH

Please keep those who are sick and
housebound in our prayers, especially:

St. Joseph’s: Cath Twyman, Sheila O’Connor,
Monica Roberts, Thelma Waters, Maureen
Dewsbury, Maureen Barnes, Elizabeth Lloyd,
Vincent de Best.

St. Bernadette’s: Agnes Cronin, Irene
Dunwell, Veronica & Ken Bubb, Joan Collins,
Peter Ford, and Shirley Smith.

Please remember also in your prayers those
who carry the burden of their illnesses
privately and those who care for them.

DEEPEST SYMPATHY
St. Joseph's: Please pray for the repose of the soul of John
Hurley (Nichola’s brother) who died on Friday. We extend
our deepest sympathy to Nichola and the whole family during
this difficult time. Details of John’s funeral will be informed in
due course. Mav he rest in Peace!

Our Statement on Second
Reading of Assisted Suicide Bill

“We are disappointed that MPs have voted in favour
of the Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill
progressing through parliament. We believe that
this bill is flawed in principle and also contains
particular clauses that are of concern....It remains
the case that improving the quality and availability
of palliative care offers the best pathway to reducing
suffering at the end of life. We will continue to
advocate for this and support those who work
tirelessly to care for the dying in our hospices,
hospitals and care homes.”

Please continue to raise our concern and ‘“to pray
that members of parliament will have the wisdom to
reject this bill at a later stage in its progress.”

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Mon 9" Dec, 12.30pm, £13/person

Tickets are on sale after weekend Masses or
book it with Sue on 671701 or Fr. Linh.

ADVENT SEASON

Advent has a twofold character: 1) as a time to
prepare for the solemnity of Christmas when the Son
of God's first coming to us is remembered; and 2) as
a season when that remembrance directs the mind
and heart to await Christ's Second Coming at the
end of time. Therefore, Advent is a time of waiting,
conversion and of hope.

SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION: 7pm THURSDAY
19™ December, with guest priests for the Confession.

Please make time to prepare spiritually for Christmas.
sestoskodok

ECUMENICAL ADVENT SERVICE: We are hosting an
Advent Service for CTIB on MONDAY 16t DECEMBER at
7.00pm. Please come along to pray together and to show our
hospitality towards our Christian brothers and sisters from
other local churches.

kst sk ok ok

FREE Advent calendars & ‘Walk With Me’ booklets
are available at the back of the church.

MISSIO RED BOXES - If you have a Red Box at home,

please return your box for counting NO LATER THAN
DECEMBER 8 so that the money can be banked before
Christmas. You can give it Fr. Linh or directly to Jackie
(St. Joseph’s) and Joseph (St. Bernadette’s). Thank you.

NEW SUNDAY MISSALS (with NEW translation)
ON SALE from the back of the church.




ST. JOSEPH'S

CHRISMAS CHURCH FLOWERS: If you’d
* like to donate for flowers in church in loving I
. memory of your loved one(s), please give donation
and intention note to Fr. Linh.

* PARISH MONTHLY DRAW: Only £5/month to I
" win £150 (1 Prize) every month. The best way to
get your tickets is to set up a standing order so that
. you won’t miss our monthly draw. Please ask Fr. |
Linh or the office for the form. October winners .

- I*' A Best, 2" B Mills, 3" T Deaville. |

. YOUTH GROUP: 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 6.30 - |
8.00pm. Doors open from 6.15pm. Cost £1. -
- Key Stage 2 children are invited. We need |
more volunteers so that we do not have to *
" restrict numbers of children. Please contact us |
. stjosephyouthgroupburntwood@gmail.com.

ST. JOSEPH’S SOCIAL OUTREACH: We
" urgently need nappies sized 5 to 6 and family I
toiletries and non -perishable food items, toys for
- children aged 5 to 15 and Christmas grocery
. items. This is to support SPARKS - the local I
family centre. Please put your donations in the box .
. provided in the hall. Please note: NO soft toys, |
unless brand new with the label still on.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TO SUPPORT OUR
- PARISH: only £5/book with many good prizes: |
I°" Luxury Christmas Hamper, 2" £100 cash, 3"
* £50 cash, and many other prizes. Donations for |
Prizes are always welcome. Please put your *
" donations on the table in the hall. Thank you. I

* CAFOD — “GUESS THE WEIGHT OF THE |
CAKE” (£1/guess): Please speak to the team after *
" Mass. Irish Night: Sat 15" March. I

* CARD MACHINE FOR COLLECTIONS: after |
discussing with members of the financial *
" committee, the parish will invest a card machine I

and will be ready for use soon. Bags going round
* will continue as usual. The machine is for those
. who don’t have cash. If you have any objections,
please speak to Fr. Linh in the next few days. If .
« not, this will go ahead. |

Financial Information

Church St. Joseph’s | St. Bernadette’s
1%t (loose) £214.23 £49.44
1 (GA) £22.00 £83.00
2nd Col £185.87 £58.02
Yol Somicey | E52.81(GA) |  £32.00(GA)
SO £549 £175
Total £785.23 307.44
Attended | 225 (Sat & Sun) 76 (Sat & Sun)

Thank you very much for your generosity to the Church.
May God bless you!

STARS FOR CHRISTMAS TREES
Each of our parishes will have a Christmas tree,
decorated with STARS with name(s) of our loved
ones or intention(s) written on them. £3/star or 2
stars _for £5 to dedicate to a loved one,
deceased, or in need of prayer. ONE STAR for
ONE INTENTION. Please fill in and return the form
by Sunday 22" December. Thank you.

ST. BERNADETTE'S

CHRISTMAS FAYRE AT ST BERNADETTE'S
SCHOOL Wednesday 18" December at 3:30-
5:30pm. We are looking for volunteers to help
with running stalls during the event and
labelling items for the tombola. If you can
assist, please contact the school for more
details (01543 452 921).We are also
seeking donations for a Bottle Tombola (bottles
of any kind) and a Chocolate
Tombola (chocolates, sweets, etc.).

CHRISTMAS CHURCH FLOWERS: If you'd like to
donate for flowers in church in loving memory of
your loved one(s), please put donation and
intention in an envelope and hand it to Fr. Linh.

50/50 CLUB: If you would like to join or buy
more tickets, please let Ann know either at Mass
or by texting/calling her on 07780 934014. Don't
forget, in addition to supporting our lovely
parish, for £15 per ticket you get the chance of
winning either £5, £10 or £40 per month with an
extra £10 per prize in December!

MARIAN DEVOTION GROUP: every Monday
evening at 6.30pm in the church. All welcome.

ROSARY BEFORE WEEKEND MASSES: 20
minutes before Mass begins. If you are able to,
please come to Mass early to pray the Rosary.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TO SUPPORT OUR PARISH:
tickets are on sale after Mass. Donations for prizes
are always welcome. Thank you for your support.

SISTER MARYANN LEAVING: to another
community in Birmingham. We will have a
special Mass on Monday 9th Dec 7pm, the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.
Sister Maryanne & the Marian Devotion Group
will lead the singing at Mass. We will have a
‘Bring & Share’ after Mass. Please sign up what to
bring from the back of the church. Thank you.
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PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Lord Jesus, as once you called the first disciples
and made them fishers of men, continue to let
resound today Your sweet invitation: “Come
and follow me.”

Grant to men and women in our day the
grace and trust to respond to Your voice.
Sustain our bishops, priests and consecrated
souls in their apostolic work.

Give perseverance to our seminarians and to
all those living a life of total consecration to
Your service.

Enkindle in our communities a missionary zeal.

Send, Lord, workers into Your fields to feed
and guide Your flock as Good Shepherds in
imitation of You.

Mary, Mother of the Church, Model of
Vocations, help us to say “Yes” to the Lord who
calls each one of us to play our part in His plan
of salvation. Amen.

(Pope St. JP I1)

Safeguarding Notice

Both our parishes operate in accordance with Statutory
Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdiocese policies & procedures at all times. St.
Joseph’s Safeguarding Representative is Mrs. Pat
Davies who can be contacted at:
sg.stjoseph.burntwood@rcaob.org.uk

St. Bernadette’s Safeguarding Representative is Mrs.
Sally Holmes who <can be contacted at:
sg.stbernadette.brownhills@rcaob.org.uk or the
Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted at
safequarding@rcaob.org.uk or on 0121 230 6240 if
you have any concerns.

CONFESSION: available during Holy Hour on
Thursdays 6pm (St. Joseph’s) or by appointment.

BAPTISM: Forms are available on the table at the
back of the church, please take home to complete and
return it to Fr. Linh, more arrangements to follow.

MARRIAGE: Please contact Fr. Linh for information
and details at least 6 months before the intended
wedding day (local or abroad).

BECOMING CATHOLIC: Please contact Fr. Linh
for a friendly chat to discuss the way forward.

LICHFIELD REPAIR AND SHARE CAFE: at St Joseph's (10-1pm, 1st Sat of each month) No charge to
attend but donations appreciated to help cover costs. If you have a 'skill' to offer, then get in touch with the

organisers or go along to a session.

PARISH GIVING: The best way to support our parishes financially is by setting up a Standing Order

using the following bank details:

St. Joseph’s: NatWest Bank, Account No: 25205439, Sort Code: 53-70-15
St. Bernadette’s: ~ NatWest Bank, Account No: 24003360, Sort Code: 52-21-00
If you don’t have internet banking and want to sign up for Standing Order, please ask Fr. Linh or the parish

office for the form. Thank you for your support to our

parishes.

DO YOU KNOW?
2025 Jubilee Year

When is the Jubilee? The Jubilee Year will run
from the opening of the Holy Door in St Peter’s
Basilica in Rome, on Tuesday 24 December 2024 to
the Feast of Epiphany 2026.

What is a Jubilee? The Jubilee Years, also known
as Holy Years, started in 1300AD and recall the
great jubilee of Israel: a time for land to be rested
and debts to be cancelled, when God called people
to be reconciled with one another and with Him.
They now occur every 25 years, although the next
will be 2033 - the anniversary of Christ’s death and
resurrection and the decent of the Holy Spirit.
These Years, the Church explains, are years “of
reconciliation between adversaries, of conversion
and receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
‘..and consequently of solidarity, hope, justice,
commitment to serve God with joy and in peace
with our brothers and sisters™

THE ANGELUS PRAYER

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
R And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. Hail Mary...
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.

R Be it done unto me according to thy word. Hai ..
V. And the Word was made flesh.

R And dwelt among us. Hail Mary...

Y. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.

R That we may be made worthy of the promises of
Christ.

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy
grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the
Incarnation of Christ Thy Son, was made known by
the message of an angel, may by
His Passion and Cross, be brought to the glory of
His Resurrection, through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen. May the Divine Assistance remain always with
us. And may the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the Mercy of God, rest in Peace. Amen.
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