CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN BURNTWOOD & BROWNHILLS

(Both parishes are part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered as a Charity No 234216)
Website: www.burntwoodbrownhillsrcchurches.org.uk

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Linh Nguyen Tel: (01543) 686266 Email: fr.linh.nguyen@rcaob.org.uk

Parish Deacon: Rev. Mr. Tony Deaville

Email: dcn.thomas.deaville@rcaob.org.uk

PARISH OF ST. JOSEPH, BURNTWOOD
123 Cannock Road, WS7 0BB

Office: Fridays (fortnightly): 10.00am - 3.00pm
Tel. (01543) 686266
Email: stjoseph.burntwood@rcaob.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Rep: Mrs. Pat Davies
sg.stjoseph.burntwood@rcaob.org.uk
School: StJoseph & St Theresa Catholic Primary
School, High Street, Burntwood, WS7 3XL
Head: Ms. Isabel Walker Tel: (01543) 227220

PARISH OF ST. BERNADETTE, BROWNHILLS
40 Warren Place, WS8 6BY

Office: (01543) 686266
Sisters: (01543) 477428
Email: stbernadette.brownhills@rcaob.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Rep: Mrs. Sally Holmes
sg.stbernadette.brownhills@rcaob.org.uk
School: St. Bernadette's Catholic Primary School,
Narrow Lane, Brownhills, WS8 6HX
Head: Mr. Alex Turner

Tel: (01543) 452921

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

Order of Mass — page 7; Readings — page 106

DATE TIME/PLACE INTENTIONS FEASTS
5.00pm Bernie Corry (wellbein
Saturday y{ g) SUNDAY VIGIL
27*""Dec | 6.30pm (Brownhills) David Pritchatt (wellbeing)
Sunday 9.00am (Brownbhills) Janet Reeves RIP FEAST OF THE HOLY
28th D FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY
S 11.00am Brid & Tom Casey (Blessings) AND JOSEPH
9.30am NO MASS
Monday - (Devotion to St. Joseph
7.00 B hill NO ROSARY
29th Dec pm (Brownhills) — after Mass)
7.00pm NO ROSARY
gggf‘g:ﬁ 9.30am (Brownhills) NO MASS
Wednesday HOLY HOUR FOLLOWED BY
6.00pm
31stDec P THANKSGIVING MASS NEW YEAR EVE
Thursday 9.00am (Brownhills) Marion McCarthy-Early (poorly) NEW YEAR DAY
1* Janua Solemnity of Mary, the
Y] 11.00am Carol & Mike and Family Holy Mother of God
. Memorial of St. Basil
Friday 9.30am . ] ames Salt RIP the Great & St. Gregory
2nd January (Divine Mercy after Mass) Nazianzen
10.00am Adoration (confession available) Fatima First Saturday
S:lturday ' followed by Mass & Rosary Devotion at WS14 O0HA
3r
January 1's oopm Christine Rogers RIP SUNDAY VIGIL
. Izabel Palmer RIP &
Sunday 9.00am (Brownhills) Wiladyslaw Jagielski RIP SECOND SUNDAY
4th January ] AFTER THE NATIVITY
11.00am Peter Kelly RIP (anni.)

Wishing you and your loved ones a very Blessed Christmas
Season and a New Year filled with God’s Grace and Love!
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: The sick and housebound of both parishes. We include all those we know in hospitals,
nursing homes and their own homes. May the Lord grant them healing, strength and peace! If you or your

relative(s) who are housebound and would like to have a visit
by the clergy or to receive Holy Com., please let us know.

SPONSORING SANCTUARY LIGHTS AT ST. JOSEPH’S:

Sanctuary Light:
Pat & Denys Flynn RIP

H This week we fray for,.,

Ifyou’d like a candle to be burnt for a week in memory of a loved /1\\
one, or for a particular intention, we are asking for a donation of
£7/candle. Please put the donation in an envelope marked
‘Sanctuary Light’, with your intention and hand it in to Fr. Linh

or the office.

Sacred Heart’s Light:
Jo &L Rosemary Kane RIP
Many slots Our Lady’s Light:
available Lauren Murphy RIP

ANNIVERSARIES WITHIN THE WEEK

Joshua Howells.

ST. JOSEPH’S: Albert Ritbergeris, Edward Cannon, Maris Low, Mary Horton, Ellen Porter, Mrs Beamish, Kathleen
Mclnnes, Ivy Bevington, Mary Cummins, Christine Short, Margaret Burke, Winifred Bradbury, Christine Tonks, John
Burgess, Patrick Darcy, Margaret James, Christine Rogers, David Skrodelis, Annie Morrisroe, Anne Dews and Peter Kelly

ST. BERNADETTE’S: Trevor Farr, Rose Cave, Hugh Rodgers, Michael Phelan, Wladyslaw Jagielski, Ada Mealey and

January 2026. May she rest in peace.

DEEPEST SYMPATHY
St. Bernadette’s: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Jagwiga Lewamdowska who died recently. We
extend our deepest sympathy to her family during this difficult time. Funeral Mass: 10.30am Wed 7t

Fr. David Keniry RIP: Reception with Mass: Tue 13t Jan. 6.00pm. Funeral Mass: Wed 14 Jan. 12 noon.

SICK IN THE PARISH

Please keep those who are sick and
housebound in our prayers, especially:

St. Joseph’s: Cath Twyman, Sheila O’'Connor,
Thelma Waters, Maureen Dewsbury, Maureen
Barnes, Ivy Brown, and Paul Howells.

St. Bernadette’s: Irene Dunwell, Veronica &
Ken Bubb, and Kath Johnson.

Please remember also in your prayers those
who carry the burden of their illnesses
privately and those who care for them.

IMPORTANT: If your loved one is in hospital.
Please inform the nurse and request a visit
from a Catholic Priest/Chaplain straight away
so that they will be spiritually looked after.

World Day of Peace

The World Day of Peace is observed each year on
January 1. Since its establishment in 1967 by Pope
St Paul VI, the Popes have taken the occasion to
offer magisterial reflections in Messages for the day,
dealing with topics such as the United Nations,
human rights, diplomacy, and economic
development. Pope Leo XIV's Message for the
World Day of Peace this year: Peace be with you
all: Towards an “unarmed and disarming”
peace. The full message is here:
www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-issues-message-for-
world-dav-of-peace/

Pope Leo’s prayer intention for December
For prayer with the Word of God. Let us pray that praying
with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a
source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more

fraternal and missionary Church.

THANK YOU

I'd like to express my heartfelt gratitude to ALL
volunteers, especially deacon Tony, altar servers,
musicians/choir, readers, Eucharistic ministers,
welcomers, church cleaners, and office ladies, who
helped before, during and after the celebrations of
Christmas.

I'm personally grateful to each and every one of you
for your Christmas wishes, prayers, cards and gifts. I'm
deeply touched by your love and support. Please
continue to pray for me so that | may always be a
priest as the Lord wants me to be. THANK YOU!

MEN’S BREAKFAST

All MEN are invited to St. Joseph’s for a home
cooked breakfast to enjoy friendship and
social. SATURDAY 10™ JAN 10AM. To help
with preparation, please put your name on
the list at the back of the church. Thank you




ST. JOSEPH'S

« PARISH MONTHLY DRAW: Only £5/month to *

win £150 (1% Prize) every month. The best way to

= get your tickets is to set up a standing order so that *

you won’t miss our monthly draw. Please ask Fr. Linh
* or the office for the form.

- YOUTH GROUP: 2™ & 4" Tuesdays at 6.30 — -

8.00pm in the Church Hall at St Josephs. Next session

* Tuesday 13 January. We welcome new members. *

Cost £1. Key Stage 2 children are invited.

ST. JOSEPH’S SOCIAL OUTREACH: We
« urgently need nappies sized 5 to 6 and family -

toiletries. This is to support SPARKS - the local

* family centre. Please put your donations in the box *
provided in the hall. Please note: NO soft toys, unless

" brand new with the label still on.

« BURNTWOOD FOODBANK. We need your *

help. Donations of tinned or dried foods can be

* placed in the black box in the church hall. Thank '

you for supporting Burntwood families in crisis.

CONTACTLESS GIVING: at the door on the '

" right-hand side when coming in. Just to touch

. screen and follow instructions. Please choose the ,

correct category to donate: 1%t Collection, 2"
. Collection, Parish Maintenance,
General Donation, Piety Shop or Poor Box. You
= can also donate by scanning
the QR code. If you pay tax,

" please consider Gift Aiding

. your donation. Bags going
round will continue as usual.

Financial Information

Church St. Joseph’s Bern‘itl.e tte’s
1t (loose) £171.54 £101.56
1 (GA) £30.00 £57.00
2nd Col £116.18 £84.33
Vatmnmcey | £4376(GA) | £4450(GA)
SO £549 £175
Total £750.54 £333.56
Attended 173 (Sat & Sun) | 97 (Sat & Sun)

Thank you very much _for your generosity to the Church.
May God bless you!
Second collection this week- Parish Maintenance
Next week — Parish Maintenance

Candles, .

THANK Yo
For our Parish Maintenance Fund, we raised £910
(Christmas Raffle), £320 (stars) and £98.50 (Christmas
Lunch). Thank you very much for your generosity and
support to the parish.

UPCOMING FEASTS/EVENTS

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY (Tue 6™

January, Holyday of Obligation) - 9.15am
(school in Burntwood, 12pm (church - Brownhills), 2pm
(school in Brownhills), 7pm (church - Burntwood)

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATIONS (for Parents)

Burntwood (FHC): 5.00pm Wed 07/01/26, 6.00pm
Mondays 19th, 26t January, and 2nd February

Brownhills (FHC & CON): 4.00pm Mondays 12t, 19th,
26 January, and 2" February

CONFIRMATION - BURNTWOOD

Thursday 22n January 6.00pm

ST. BERNADETTE'S

MARIAN DEVOTION: every Monday evening
7.00pm. Every First Monday of the month, the
Rosary is combined with the exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament for adoration. Please make
time for this great devotion. Please note: NO
ROSARY ON 22/12 & 29/12. “Itis impossible to
be saved without the help of the Most Blessed Virgin,
because those who are not saved by the justice of
God are saved by the intercession of Mary.” - St.
John Chrysostom.

ROSARY BEFORE WEEKEND MASSES: 20
minutes before Mass begins. If you are able to,
please come to Mass early to pray the Rosary.

PARISH MONTHLY DRAW: You are invited to
join the existing St Joseph’s Draw. Only
£5/month to win £150 (1%t Prize) every month.
The best way to get your tickets is to set up a
standing order so that you won't miss our
monthly draw. Please speak to Fr. Linh for forms
and more details.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE: Thank you for your
support to our Christmas Raffle this year by
buying tickets and donating prizes. If you are
winners, please collect your prizes at the back
of the church.

SATURDAY 6.30PM MASS: Following
Bishop Timothy’s advice from his pastoral

visit, from next weekend (03/04 January
2026). there will be NO 6.30pm Mass on

Saturday.




PRAYER TO THE HOLY FAMILY

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we
contemplate the splendour of true love;
to you we turn with trust.

Holy Family of Nazareth,

grant that our families too

may be places of communion and prayer,
authentic schools of the Gospel

and small domestic churches.

Holy Family of Nazareth,

may families never again experience violence,
rejection and division;

may all who have been hurt or scandalized
find ready comfort and healing.

Holy Family of Nazareth,

make us once more mindful

of the sacredness and inviolability

of the family, and its beauty in God’s plan.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph,

Graciously hear our prayer. Amen.
(Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia, 325)

Safeguarding Notice

Both our parishes operate in accordance with Statutory
Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdiocese policies & procedures at all times. St.
Joseph’s Safeguarding Representative is Mrs. Pat
Davies who can be contacted at:
sq.stjoseph.burntwood@rcaob.org.uk

St. Bernadette’s Safeguarding Representative is Mrs.
Sally Holmes who <can be contacted at:
sg.stbernadette.brownhills@rcaob.org.uk or the
Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted at
safequarding@rcaob.org.uk or on 0121 230 6240 if you
have any concerns.

CONEFESSION: available during Holy Hour on
Thursdays 6pm (St. Joseph’s) or by appointment.

BAPTISM: Forms are available on the table at the
back of the church, please take home to complete and
return it to Fr. Linh, more arrangements to follow.

MARRIAGE: Please contact Fr. Linh for information
and details at least 6 months before the intended
wedding day (local or abroad).

BECOMING CATHOLIC: Please contact Fr. Linh
for a friendly chat to discuss the way forward.

LICHFIELD REPAIR AND SHARE CAFE: at St Joseph's (10-1pm, 1st Sat of each month) No charge to
attend but donations appreciated to help cover costs. If you have a 'skill' to offer, then get in touch with the
organisers or go along to a session. NO January 2026 section.

PARISH GIVING: The best way to support our parishes financially is by setting up a Standing Order using

the following bank details:

St. Joseph’s: NatWest Bank, Account No: 25205439, Sort Code: 53-70-15
St. Bernadette’s: NatWest Bank, Account No: 24003360, Sort Code: 52-21-00
If you don’t have internet banking and want to sign up for Standing Order, please ask Fr. Linh or the parish

office for the form. Thank you for your support to our

parishes.

DO YOU KNOW?

When does the Catholic Christmas season start

and end? The liturgical Christmas season officially
lasts from Christmas Day until the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord. While many know the "Twelve Days," the official
Catholic Christmas Season is longer, concluding with the
Baptism of the Lord, and some traditions even extend
to Candlemas (February 2).

What are the 12 Days of Christmas, and where did
they come from? They are the 12 days between
Christmas Day and Epiphany. The “12 Days” likely
had pre-Christian roots, though the term was likely
adapted to fit the Church calendar in celebration of
the Nativity. Tradition also holds that the wise men’s
journey to meet the baby Jesus was twelve days.
What is Epiphany? Epiphany (from Greek for
"manifestation") — A feast day on January 6 which
marks the visit of the Wise Men to the baby Jesus,
signifying his divinity revealed to the Gentiles.

THE ANGELUS PRAYER

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
R And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. Hail Mary...

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R Be it done unto me according to thy word. Hail ..

V. And the Word was made flesh.
R And dwelt among us. Hail Mary...

V. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.
R That we may be made worthy of the promises of
Christ.

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy
grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the
Incarnation of Christ Thy Son, was made known by the
message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross, be
brought to the glory of His Resurrection. Through the
same Christ our Lord. Amen. May the Divine Assistance
remain always with us. And may the souls of all the
faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in

Peace. Amen.
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